Greek Independence Day Parade In New York This Sunday! Let's All Attend!
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Mae stro Peter Tiboris

Peter Tiboris: Carnegie Hall
Maestro Brings Opera to

the Aegean
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By Vasilis Papoutsis

Peter Tibots has along and
distinguished cateet = a classi-
cal conductor, Growing up in
Sheboygan, WL he knew
an eatly age that he wanted to
be a musiciEn. Ata young age
he became the ist of the
St. don Greek Orthodox
ch and went on to study
s in the Univessity of Wis-
COMSin.

In 1984, Tibors was invited
to conduct 2 concett in New
¥orkand that d to the cteation
of the MidAwesica ptod uctions.
As Mid Ametica’ Genetal Ditec-
tor of Prodwetions, he has con-
ducted over 1,000 clasical con-
oatts at Camegie Hall, tendering
him the largest independent
ptod ucet in that venue’s histoy
Tibotis ako conducted Miks
Theodotakis' Electta the opeta
with Mikis and the Manhattan
Phithatroonie inJune, 2000,

In 2005, Tibotis founded the
Festival of the Aegean on the
Gaeek island of Syms. Whik
1ooking fora location in Geeace,
he was infioaraed that the Apotio
Theater in Ermoupols, had
gone thicugh an extensive €25
odltion rencvation. *The festival
was created because of the he-
toric and beautiful Apollo. It =
A SMUNNENG conostt space witha

place. Daraages ceated duting
Tiottd Wat I d to the theatet's
demuse and the muncipatity
closed it in 19589 and remained

The Festival of the Aegean
produced the fisst opera perfor
mance in the theater in race
than 100 . "PetfoeTning
these great cé%vmd:s in the
Asgean is a special oppoetunity
for artists work wide as well =
bainging the classical ats to the
istand of and Gieece® Ti-
bors emphasized, noting that
the festival is widely succassful

despite the fact that classical
rausic does not have a huge -
lowveing in Geesce. "k get clx-
sical rausie overs 1o the festival
fiomo raany patts of Geeece and
nearby oointries. Thete & great
interest in classical rusic now
That interest was the driving
fotes in creating an educational
gemg The Greek Opeta Stu-

Tibods is mamied to ac
claimed soprano Eilana Lap-
ratainen, who is the acad emay’s
SAUNCTOEt pAoFtaon provides
ttEining, peivate ooaching, pub-
1 master clzss, roverent and
dance classes, acting taining ot
atotio cfasses, and aud ition pre-
sentation. The insttuctors ate
teachets and artists who hawe
worled in the worlds most re
speeted  opeta and  Tausic
VERUES.

The academy is one of its
Jand in Geeessz, Speaking to Ti-
biotis about the Greek cdisis and
how it affects his efforts he told
TNH, "We are very proud that
we are able to continue to po-
vile thi classical festival and
rosical acaderny to the Geeak
people during this difficult
tire " As for the overall effect
on the Geeek socety he @id *I
am optinistic about Gieec: and
I count on ot resiliency and
faith to oveteormne this situation.
Eut the Gieels need to compkee
the refoeras and adopt to the
idea of paying taxes. It £ notin
the Geek fabtic to pay taxes
and that adjustent needs to
oot He also said that the'EU
in its pesent fotration & a dis-
aster Unless they adopt the con-
ceptof a fedesal gonement =
itis in the Uhited States, it will
be hawd for the EIT to function
effectively. Exen then it will e
diffieutt since the national den-
tities ate sostrong and exst for
thousands of years." In cultusal
tetms he said that he is "thrilled
with the new Opeta Houss
Opening 4p in Athens. It has
teen long overdue " The Opeta
House was bt with the wss-
tance o the Naswhos Founda-
Hon.

The 12th Annual Festival of
the Asgean will tale ploe Juty
10-23. Patticipating are 240
atists from 20 different coun-
tries. More informaation is avadl-
atie =t festivatofthezegean com




